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Notes and Discussion. 333 

JEWISH ETHICAL WILLS : TEXTS AND ADDITIONS. 

I. 

Testament of Abraham Sommo Portaleone. 

In the Corriere Israelitico, No. xxviii., pp. 246 etc., for 1890, my 
friend, Rabbi Giuseppe Jare, of Ferrara, referred to a MS. in his 
possession which quotes from a codex, numbering 824 folios, and 
consisting of 200 medical cases, mostly in Guglielmo Portaleone's 
practice, towards the end of which Abraham Portaleone's will should 
be found. Bearing in mind the high rank deservedly taken by this 
first and greatest of Jewish antiquarians, the desire to discover the 
text of bis last testament is quite intelligible. But, apparently, no 
clue existed to the lost MS., which Jare's extract mentions. 

This MS. is to-day in my hands. The Codex is in imperial folio, 
but very narrow, the sheets being half the ordinary breadth. It 
consists of 824 leaves, numbered, and contains at the end Abraham's 
Hebrew Will, copied by his grandson, Guglielmo. The book seems to 
have been handed down as a family relic till it found its way to me 
out of an antiquary's shop. Bound in green leather, the cover bears 
the title, in gold lettering, still legible : — Consulti Medici di Guglielmo 
Portaleone Mantovano e oValtri Italiani dal — MDLXXXII. al — 
MDCLXV. MS. 

The circumstances that may have inclined Portaleone, Physician- 
in-Ordinary to Guglielmo and Tincenzo, Dukes of Mantua and Mont- 
ferrat, to draw up this will, are not unknown. Jewish literature 
owes one of its most notable productions, the Archaeological Work, 
Schilte Ha-gibborim, 1 to the epidemic which suddenly broke out in 
July, 1605. Paralysed in his left side, probably the after effect of 
an apoplectic seizure, and deprived for nearly a year of the use of his 
limbs, Portaleone, who combined the intensest piety with the widest 
culture, examined himself while lying helpless on a sick bed, in order 
to discover the special sin which he was then expiating by his suffer- 
ings, and found it, he thought, in his exclusive devotion to philosophy 
and medicine, and consequent neglect of Jewish studies. The monu- 
mental work to which he dedicated his energies on his recovery 
shows how nobly he fulfilled the vow he had taken in his illness. In 
a similar way, the will before us is a revelation of his innermost soul 
at a time when he believed his end was approaching. He has already 
escaped greater danger, and so he cherished now also the hope of com- 
plete recovery. Once, on a Sabbath, the 25th of February, 1576, a 

1 Zunz, Gesammelte Schriften, i. 186. 
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desperado called Agostino, son of Raffaelo, 1 treacherously attacked 
him. He was struck on the head, hut otherwise received no injury. 
Several lunges with a sword were made at him hy his assailant. But 
only his clothes were slit in sixteen places. He . personally escaped 
unwounded, and did not even lose a single drop of blood. Enjoying 
the esteem of his co-religionists and honoured by his prince, who in a 
decree dated 15th May, 1577, had conferred upon him the appoint- 
ment of physician-in-ordinary, 2 he had attained his sixty-third year, 
■when a new danger reminded him of the frailty of human life, and 
decided him to draw up and publish his last will. 

This will not only affords us an insight into its author's mental 
idiosyncrasies, but is also of extreme interest to the history of 
religion. When we take into account the struggles and controversies 
on the subject of hasty and premature burials, which continued to 
the close of the last century, when they were finally prohibited, it 
will be admitted that this will deserves to be emphatically quoted as 
an early and valuable protest against this outrageous practice. It 
was probably, first and foremost, Abraham's medical experience that 
induced him to so earnestly enjoin his children not to allow his 
remains to be committed to the dust till three days had elapsed after 
his decease. The nine points which form the body of the will are 
preceded by a confession, whose devotional spirit will be better appre- 
ciated when it is remembered that it was made by one of the most 
eminent physicians of his country, a descendant of physicians, whose 
great grandfather had been knighted 3 in 1438 for his medical services 
by Fernando, King of Naples. A legacy of 5 soldi to the Mantua 
Hospital is merely a formal precaution, the aim of which is to secure 
for his will the protection of the law. 

His body is to be left unburied for an interval of three days, exactly 
seventy-two hours. Should this period be succeeded by Sabbath or 
Festival, when funerals are forbidden, the interment may take place 
earlier, but only after a rigorous post-mortem examination has proved 
beyond doubt, that life was indeed extinct. If it will be found in- 
convenient to keep the corpse in the house during the three days, it 
should be conveyed to the cemetery mortuary, and there watched. 

The grave is to be paved with stones, cemented with lime and 
gypsum, and enclosed by four walls, an ell high. At the corners, four 
marble pillars are to be erected to support a stone roof slanting in two 
directions, to allow the rain to run off. The coffin, with the lid not 
nailed down but simply covering it, is to be placed on the ground. 

1 Ozar Neelmad, iii. 140. 

* Hebr. Bibliographie, VI. 48 ; Revue des etudes juives, XII. 115. 

3 Revue des etudes juives, xii. 115, and D*"n33n *EW, p. 185c. 



Notes and Discussion. 335 

Neither earth nor any other substance is to be strewn on it. The 
sepulchre shall be sufficiently wide to admit of a second coffin being 
placed next to his, should his surviving wife desire sepulture in the 
same vault. He impresses on his sons the duty of not giving way to 
overwhelming grief, and adjures them scrupulously to carry out his 
directions and to respect them as expressing his innermost convictions. 
Ten ducats are to be given after his death to the poor fnnd in fulfil- 
ment of an old vow, and alms are to be distributed, worthy of his and 
his children's station. 

His widow is to remain mistress of the home. She is not to be re- 
stricted in any way, or bound to render an account of her doings to 
any one. The sons, who are to provide her with maintenance, cloth- 
ing and thirty scudi annually for her private use, are exhorted to treat 
her with the utmost respect. The father expresses the hope that they 
will be a comfort to her in her bereavement, and allow her to want for 
nothing to which she has been accustomed. If disharmony should 
unfortunately break out among them, she shall be allowed to choose 
her home with any of her children without prejudice to the obliga- 
tions her sons owe towards her. She shall also have the right to claim 
her dowry and dispose of it at her pleasure. The testator expressly 
requests her not to remove her residence from Mantua. 

To each of his grand-daughters, Bella, Esther, Sara and Diamond, 
issue of his daughter Rebecca and her husband, Elieser Montalboto, 
he bequeaths a dowry of 125 scudi. In case of death of any of these 
grandchildren, the surviving sisters become her heirs ; should his 
daughter survive all her children, the whole amount is to be paid to her . 

He recommends his sons to work in partnership, and at least not to 
divide the estate till their youngest brother shall have reached his 
twentieth year, i.e., attained his majority. When a dissolution 
becomes inevitable, the private property each brother brought in by 
marriage to the estate shall first be deducted, and it shall then be 
conscientiously divided. 

To his son David, who obtained his doctorate in philosophy and 
medicine at Padua, 1 on the 19th of March, 1596, receiving his license 
to practise — which as a Jew, 2 he had to seek specially from Pope 
Clemens VIII. — on the 13th of November, 1598, and was accepted, 
on the 15th day of December, 1599, by the College of Physicians 
at Mantua, Abraham leaves his entire medical and philosophical 
library, both the Hebrew and Latin works in these departments, 
as well as books written in other languages. To this portion 
of the estate the other brothers shall have no claim. The re- 
mainder of the Hebrew library, however, is to be equally divided 

1 Jarc, Corriere Israclitico, p. 217. 2 Suvue dvs etudes juitct as above. 
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among the three brothers. Eleasar, named after his great grand- 
father Lazzaro, is asked to continue his interest, even after the division 
of the estate, in the affairs of his youngest brother, Jehuda, who had 
taken to silk manufacture. Finally, he enjoins his children not to 
stop the allowance he used to make to his sister Rebecca, Isaac 
Putino's wife. 

The witnesses who appended their signatures to this document were 
men of note ; one, Jedidiah Salomon b. Moses Norzi, eminent in 
Masoretic study and research, the famous author of Minchat Skai, was 
Abraham's friend. Portaleone gratefully mentions in his work 
(f . 102a), that he is indebted to him for a list of the Psalms recited 
on the various Sabbaths and Festivals, which his grandfather, the 
Gaon Norzi had compiled. 

Elieser Provinciale, 1 the second witness, was the son of the dis- 
tinguished Talmudist, Philosopher and Physician whom Portaleone, 
at the end of his book, names as his teacher. Both Norzi and Provin- 
ciale belonged to the Mantua Rabbinate, on the 10th of July, 1605, 
the date when this will was drawn up. 

Abraham Portaleone recovered from his illness, and lived seven 
years longer. One part of the will was rendered nugatory, that 
namely, in which Portaleone's solicitude for his wife's welfare is so 
tenderly exhibited. He was engaged in counting, for the second time, 
the words of Scripture for his great archse logical work, when his life's 
companion, Sara, daughter of the distinguished Moses Cividale, was 
taken from him, in her 59th year, on Friday, the 5ih day of Passover, 
1611. That she, the younger, would survive him, had been assumed 
by him as a certainty, but it was otherwise fated. Abraham followed 
heron the 29 th of July, 1612, in his 71st year. 2 His sepulchre in 
the Jewish cemetery at Mantua, concerning which he left such 
minute directions, has disappeared. This circumstance confers upon 
his grandson an additional title to our gratitude for having preserved 
his ancestor's last will, thus affording another illustration of the 
trath expressed in Solomon's Song (viii. 6) that " Love is as strong 
as Death." 

Testamento Hebeaico dell' EcM-. mo Medi: co Abram Portaleone 
A suoi Fig: u (Copia). 



»a in»n D"m "njn "6b> tpm <iV anix ^> Mn ^ w n 1° 
^itan u«jp tci inns n»n'e> ■waxs? nnb fat? pya c^i nso» 
DnNtw 1 ? vni ton nan -iet arm nnns jvpkio tj> dsbtd3 vai 

1 Zunz, Xerem Chevied, V. 157. 

* Ozar Keehmad, iii. 141. Zunz, Monatstage, p. 42. 
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n ff oa nam spbNn en wwab to mn nny pb , 'ibs? >nxio inn« 
nN3bi nob na b*sr mn 'noas 1'»' D'Nann -vat* nnN nysw Dnn3N 
ba b:o baa nap'ttn nam napn nates' rnvati roaa ba by wwab 
wan pbi D'O'a ^nsa *njpr 'a nNinn *33N man rn nai , onaai bbaa 
"Da: by w»ya na»i D"p paj nnD nnb *b *itn in *osy Sy nam ioa 
J133 Djnn owai as »bea lan unav -p* nNabi nnob pa wan 
nnN 'nw*a nw «bi , nbiybi ov.no jonji D"p nnD3 ona »Nai noy 
wnwen 3103 wba »o* tin* -n ,'ibc mawi nyw mn dn »a 
nNaoi nmo wn ncra nan to iyoe> any ans nnyo jon d'dw 
moj pjpa woo upi dwow any ^y vni sibti Ta wasa nawaa 
nionm nwm mar nny hv pc?b b33 on'by not? nnai vhd 3Jtt 
nniNc? no bs by nwm mat niny} oe> nw ns?N b33 nvnb oaTO 
njpoi |nw wan mayoi nnyo pi , nnN nan woo bia» ba ia nN3Ni 
yaiN o"e> n:no Nbi Nna n:no noDniaoi rv>\bi nmoj nttioa natoi 
jsin nrva man nai poN ^apo bab jnc oipo baa nxna ypnp moN 
»D33 ba wn nayco bwn > d"p 3Jni p«o , nt nocac nbN nana 
baa pNanyi '^sariN pnba pi.nbn *ypnpo 3JN ^boboo njpNCi »nwpt? 
nan ba nvon n»pbi niEwb tmiao *pniBN3i nmyi nmnN tjpm 
baa win *a i* bao o^pi jokj prmo noc ba nana nt n:no noty 
k»Q331 obc 3^3 dn ^a tpyi bba m3m pnni djin mc »b3 msn 
ovno no^p nobnioi mioa noaDna nawoi nobc nynai nxan 
mn»ob i6"" *ocnb xbm yt^nb xbi -noxa obs onann ba "?y obiybi 
ba ompi /ni?ybi m*n p ono nnxo "axi pnnxpoo sbi pnbao 
n*apn D^abon nbo -po wab pnnoi bbano b'on omaN Win nan 
ba by "h nbD'i binon »jst nDm iaio nnoa ne»pa yxh baa to 
nND '3npa axn *ab *a maa xoa web ^n^iyn wont? 'yc^ai »nwny 
^niwani lD'yanb vbw iwab yn*i ^b: djdk vnwm *nnay n^t* by 
n,nai ton n,n3 ^pbx 'n oy *33b3 nbe* *n«n n»on pn vn nnj ^nsnai 

, jon iv »obiybi nyb nati ioty 
cam f|ibNn 2 o"ny wwab nNai nnD ncN D'onam onann nbxi 

: po oiai onaa man vn nai bwn vs* D^ainn n»a« 
'Dajo bwa Nna nanoa jnwi n:po b'on rx* nnnaN w:n nar^Nn 
vn' ;yob naioaoo binj » ^NO^aDiNb n,nov dn nnv in nbiD n^on 
pta I"*' W3 *D330 myiaM ns bso D»o"pi onne* nr not? nan ba 

: »m*oa nnN n*o* t^nn 
, ny N3't? 'n» 'n nira'BOB' vs* wa nN mxoi nncso wjn nwc? 
nay*B> iy nmap »b wn* Nb ntn nbiyno noanb vimpa ny yw*i 

3 Ospitale. niso 'oinn D<ijr • -niD pp ' 
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r-kv p o ♦m[*]BB nns niye 3"y u"n rni£> nyo d»»» -j ^y 
w n3e om j?3B» Mn dw '3 tpDse int*' >*>iK3 oki ob^> nsenna 
ikti dj? UH3 oinps* tn V'jn jothd nnv *nnup nnxnne jbins d"> 
D3 rta nwnm *nni3» no !?n *jik»3*i vb dk m»»n poe u w dk 
non 1 ? tav n^> ni3Dn» na»D ifs!? dki mye yyn 10^3 n^> pny >a 
yy pnto oino* t« V'3n d»»» o ^3 W33 pxn bv ntaio win 
o«n >n3n bv onnnno nnto nsin oweo pm» nsaa imn33>i 
bx vx* 031 , n^iyoi man rinses ^>33ion ny.n ny De waayn 
: »nrroD no ^>n oin^i 'jwa* rnxi »ixnn p nnv oovy ibjd* 
nssn3 pjixi rnnn nnn p»3 Mey nw n naptt ne« napn n*e»!?e 
1N3>1 1^ rnimn 'na o^nia ysnxi > 1D"31 td3 dh^idd dosk 
by\ , vni33 yan«3 ootsp e»e may h oy hdk ids pxn p n^>yD^» 

131D "I0D1 D^D *0-lT V^V 1H13* tb& H3 y3ieD D'33K ^?> Onp DHOJ 

npjnn »eB3i *Bi3 nm:o oy ons ^>t3i» nw iama , jKa»i jtoo 
oinx *1D3 , ^>in3n i»e tyo 1 ? n»nn^> 'n oat* iy D»nn nm3 ninx 

•?J? pit* *?K "13T QIC «S "IBy , 13 J?13p 1DD0 D«S» ^3 v!?y *?t31» nVl' 

nw ton nnn ,«vie niD3 nasnn ^>y ^010 nw }nsn k"?k onx 
n^n3 n«en n"ao wit Dxe nnx ;n« my ^>on^ ^3vb> m ^a 3m 
ie>k3 nn?n >Wk «*n dj i3pn^> # n 'vro' 1 icto nsnni »m[»]BB nnx 

t6l 13T 13B« bKB* 1"S' 03 *3B^ *n3nn ^BO 03H1 nO*J?3 nE>3»1 3D" 
13*ni3N H3H O / D'n^V n^N ^33 W ^3N m"ION 1E>K ^30 1^B* 

mynn ^3 s^ o naa ^y [i]n»n» ^»ni onnapa ind nnnr vn o^nnpn 

: niic 
nns riant? vs* oa nx nisei mDD V'3n omax 03n nyyi 
*nm3 jinx nn3 iny on oiespn mt?y npisn maipa id^» *nTDB 
p!?n^> ia«m' pi nn»D inNV dk o avnn p) p?3» K^e »n«n n*n 'iya 

5 D11331 H133 >B^> D"3y^> HplX 

*nTt33 ^nnx D"n3 mex iK^n dsb* "iksdi tidd >33n n»c*Dn 
*pDj?^> n»a«B>n j'nann ^>a ipe> M n*B ^>yi W33 noe^i m33 n>nn 
niDo!? ns^ino n^nn ^?^l inx » wsisoi pdj? Diea «S ^>3k nun 
y?3 neyne no ^>ao b")s non n3H3n *poy ^>a» paen Die nn^>i 
i33ni ,hdv na^>n nevai ni3DN3 *a n»v Daeoa ixa» ^>«1 npj?i 
on^y ^oi»n *sai mas *B3 onhs nmao meoVi niDsns^ mDD 
^y^> nwb 'ipD D^e no 3"3 n^ i3n*i dds 11333 on a»a«n »a 
^>y nano nniK lom^i panne nio b dhd neyn » cd '«n 'd^ 'i 
D^?1 / *nvan n*?N3 »a nai3^> inovon nan Die n^ inon* «^>1 na^> 
oy ik n'm^a p3i n3'3 noopi ny\o Die ynsn vn «oei ^ixa 

D>3Wina nvo 3 2 Negozio. ' Giesso. 
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nnw oy in ma mh& oy pK>^> nn n-np xvon j6b* pixa-tno nnx 
nnx oy in n^ao nn« dj? pc6 n^> naina nicnn dhd ViTB* »» rn* 
opM yun? no n^N yna^> onnN D^a ia"in^ naitwo na iTnuao 
a*3 jmsbi vn n^nn pa nnxmaa pa maaa nnDnai n*ni3itna 
'ipD D^Wn t,d a"j ni? nn^>i *ito3 nniD3i rwiataa Dp^n Voa 
inan dni , V'jd dhd nn« dj? yxh -rant? jra ont^c pa nje6 
nica nit? oncVc ia"im Voa naitMD na n*nmo nns oy moy^ 
rvmam naiin naD wvh dki h'n nxh 'ipD 6n ^ai n^niKvm ba 
m nn^anj ma^> nnni !?"» .Tnmi man nnx oy pe6 ^ain s6 
oncino myo » a'oa nrvwu rib nrb) wns nnix b>13^> u"in» 
Dmoa vn» ^31 rwsn m« }aa nnaDini nn^anao mtpy? $oin torn 
nana ^a:6 nn nm news? rwa nbno »an djok b"jn '*ai»nn ^od 

: naiojDD nmn iipyn *6e* nrn 
veoyo «na nano miDj nanoa }nu Van vx» omax uan n^s? 
db'k n»3D *na npan tiid^ njin^> sw nua yaix niNCinc hjk6 
n"3D *D3DNm * ht • inDN • n^a n"n w idu^nojid -iry^s -raa 

'N W> 1J»m HT {B1N3 D"D 'B^> B>K> 'jfc.'ipD HIND K>Dn p pa pa 

, nattMnB* nj6 b>'an 'y^> 'ipD nconi on^yi n«D id b"ja jn ya-iND 
dki ,inweo nya 'ut?ino myo a'aaoniK yna^> w oa ia"inn 
ikbo t6e» nnnxn nwnx nrnx n:en*n pwiwn mip '«n nion 
dn nnnwn v/x?n tn^n tincj k^i '«na thvdw nnsn «»asi , pnp 
onsp in j!?3D nnynn jns» dki , jn^iw onip rn }n» mynn yn[N]* 
np3n rno *r>3 tn V'33 nb*3^ jhd nnx dib* mttw «^>i |nww mip 
no rvrv tkbwb' no rps in V'an "ipD hind B'onn "p2 nsm ^an 
, rb d^p ppni ni^a !?31« ^>y3ne> 3)bv ^dsj p^3 n^> vm V03 n*n*t? 
nn«^ n^a: msni nv-inB* no ^3 wdd nie>y^ nniens n^nni 

: nnn»D 
D'riN UB>n DHnN^> rn* *niD -inx «|«e> rx* ^ iido »an n^ai? 
'»3 ^nv *3 ny vn« Vyo B'^n ito nVi "i^i nana n3n«3 nn* dj 
nun nann ^ n*n* nra *3 , run? D^iB'y bbsb y^n rs* jopn *3a mm* 
nr pr nnx iNa^cjsi ,no^ Dmoco n^nn 'noi ^caa^ yinoi 
pt?npn 3"j noiM Von nuinn b iidv nan ^3 omp , npi^n ^3^ 
,k *?3i on^anp nKt?D is on^ono ono x bib wninc nwnnn ^oi 
s)D3 ^an ^>3 id^ 3"ns ,u p^n vnxb psi ip^>n nanoa noK" 
o^ann ^>a oy oem ^31 *nib n*a Dne> nv^noi maio D*jaN , ann 
n^jnj naisysia 133*1 nn* ^>an •bw en nB'i* nun bms-ii myoni 
'N b i"?ap nt?K nD3 i3«m Dibpt? ids naDin *n^a na^a on^nic^j 

HIf3 f]P32 ' 
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"\o bo tj> -inioro , mnv D»aenno niyo 333 n*3B>ino myo3 nno 

nWB» B"On 2*33 3"J WI^Op* J1H3D 1^3101 TO13 intapB' N"Jinjn 

kdwh nB>yi in^niE'JD nn« bo iK»3nB> i^siono Ninn jot3 dts 
no^Ki nn B»mn qw *b dni 'wp3i "pnx own nB^B» *s ^>y v*?y 

K01B>n S"JJ p3H J1DDD DHO TIN ^3 IHIOn tapi 1D'».nB> 103 1^31Dn 
•)NK'ni , V'33 VWOIIJ TIB' N1H D3 H3V V"S» nin YnnD3 M31 Von 

»-isdo pm ,tas* p^na p"?m niB>a nit? vx» *m nB^ pa p^>irp 
: pawn san ^lo^axps djh -)N3kb> .ntoBiDi^Bi nsosnn 
mioa [njovpnoa nstoi napoi jnw Van r^ onnax ujn n'roB> 
yt nin TnoD3^ nn»o onip nn« ryvh veoyo «na nano no^nioi 
nxiano ' nNJ*?ii wtaN^i nay pt^a one' onaDn Vd Von »» 
naDa N"3 / npyi V?3 ona p^n vn« •\twch nw t6i nwaiDi^BDi 
»33 nnw' '03 »a nrnS , niBa nw ip^>n !?io* nnxi nn« ^3B» cnpn 
Kinn poyn 3'oa ynvi *tron nst^oa vt not6 Kin dj Winn vx* 
jdt nnx siKts* Von rx* Ma nry^x 'oa nSno von 1a yt noxoi 
Von nm.T ; 03 oai Van *B»on poyi hskVds ioy tjnnB" Van npiVnn 
: rmy* vns ns b"w sin dj nnnta VinB>» 
»n-»oa nn« bj2> w »3a^> tidd Vin rx» omsx ^an nwn 
n^ns nno »nin« iroiao pmr 'ids naota npsn mo oy ianjn* 
: d^sn yw ik>ndi *n"n D"R3 mys jnui anu *n"ne> 103 n^» um 
njno noB* V'jn rx» D»KDnn T3K osm eiiVsn D"ny u^> now "pi 
nhtdd «n^»3 »in^ xh ^n ^ xn33 mionm npib»3 innna nr 
piD^n iv "oya nso ny '*dn imonm innnai hoh DDmaoi ^j n^k 
»DaiDD vb~r\ NnsDDND N^n V'tn *3ipn "?33 *ibv nn ntae* pan* nnno 
n"a Vsai |Dt Vs3i "ipo ^>33 n>no DaB»Di pinj pn woo ncyi noBn 
i^ks a^ni 3"J 3 n"sn3i Vtn wpn b oy n&T3 iVnd s v oa n'n^ 
p« losnoDin lojonoDKDi mp^o^oini ip^3ia «no naio »"y n^yj 
nam ?i^sn ^>03i , on^Diooi on^ipn ^>3 nn» oyi 6 n^Dsp noma 
nan Vsi sobyn *ymo b sjid ny »ynion *ymoi *ymo "?a Von vx» 
•?31 lo^pon nsn Vd bpi n^pi nr noc *onao one dib* ^oaon 
vn3 vBDoni D^yion "jaixni 'nny^n Vdi mns «ib*i nwiB^n 
nano noB»3 '^insn nwiB^n "?di , D^y3B* poito cipin ^3 n««n3i 
mprn bv n^oyn 1 ?! ntn noB'n ns *ia'i n'pym^ d^hji D»Bnnj rn* nr 
by r"?y nynyon nM nav^yn *?y lo^p 1 ? pion p*?nn t n*nn D^iy!?i 
nuN osnn tp^n i»!?y *?3p nr nano noB- nomi nvnnxi namnnn 
n'MB'yn i?snB»3 "Jinan nwno noB» *?a noim nmnxa b"m yip "•sann 

dViict moiK 'jnai 3 "?K"i«" baa * l Vulgare. 

4 Istrumento registrato in forma camera. 5 Publico ed authentico. 
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t6ii NnaoDto «yi owm '^yion D^Bixn *?3 oyi yin »jipn b oy 
T3N nam fii!?Nn jd snr6 wm hhd jjk xrapi noe'T »dsid3 
*n» "?a "?y Sri runo '"?apoo w 'k *?a man t 1 ? b"ir\ ry owenn 

HD1 , n»3 tOpD^ 1E>3T K3D3 1S1D nyi l^tOD Ht "IBBO BHBOI 3^31 

ns psb N"n T'od ps? iM> " t< dv orn o"ny iraea new rrnE> 
nvr^> Van nano ^apoo w K "?a vb uanai laonm laans n3io:o 
: D'pi m& *?ani mtoi mat nnjfc Dna »to T3i m 

: Vpm 'mao he'd vrmoaa no'ptj' nnn* 
: V'st "pNwanB Dn-ot< nrmoaa iry^s 

David Kaufmann. 



II. 

Testament of Leb Norden. 

This testament is interesting less from its intrinsic merits than from 
the fact that it was written by an ordinary London business man. Its 
date is Thursday, 4th of Iyar, 1741, and the MS. forms one page (fol. 
140) of No. 22 of Dr. Neubauer's Catalogue of the MSS. m the Lon- 
dou Beth Hammidrash. 

m^> W? jmto a^> 'no 'win maono nxux pnyn 

'a 'Hipoi minim niNiv nann T^y Dioyx tub v k> ;oV ip'n »aa 
nns • oyo Tram pi • mmn nipai nnntx D"pn dn ^ 3101 h 
i>yi n^y 'nnatrn noai myao 'anxxo -it?K nt6nn b nt< nyr 
iind nam is-iia na 133 • Ton ^ry naa war "m a-y • -|napn 
<nE»n 'ana ^ • nr6a mmoK nnWn pt<i -po< T I1N ' 1 T ,n K,n '3 
^30 tdvx pmn ' n^> nonnoi ny^n jo muyn jo iind pmnm 
»mtn D^iyoi • lVsn '^>n "an '3 V>3 ona piDyn ■?«! • pint? wo 
ny mna ona "pmet? "nam iWnai npyj pinsra "pDynon be 
not^a 1 iVbki • n-nnn ^c'l "o-nan ip^y Dn on nt nak>i • iidm 
piDyn ^>x ( 2 poyu jnipt?) monai • "-pirn D^nyi yisb 'to man bx 
pm u: T-t^yn^ isi ♦ poo iia'N bv yi tr on i^sn 'nan bi • ^3 
^jm ^>t?i • n'^yoa jm naenoa jn psam nit«n mso pmn • sman 
»3 nitonm wm '^3i nain nu niNvina in nisj 'cu^oa -psy 
H3 nsa '010 niET? 1 ? t?tnn ^»ia!?a a-omai bn «m poo nia^N nr b 
jn • "ioiU2> minn ^iou na^o pu h^ d'nud ^oys nanni mmn^ 

1 Lottery. 2 Betting. 
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